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praised him, "Cest un grand progress," though Koch harboured
animosity with his in-born anti-French feelings towards
Pasteur (loc-cit).
In the epidemiology of tuberculosis, Koch was distressed
to observe the worldwide ravages of the disease. As the
situation was expressed in those times, one in seven used to
die of tuberculosis on a world average; in 1840s one in four
were succumbing to the disease in France. Koch was per-
turbed as well as stimulated by this horrid scene and was in-
cessantly on the search for the causative agent of tuberculosis.
Till then, undernutrition, overcrowding, belief in mysticism,
etc., were supposed to be iactors incriminated in the outcome
of tuberculosis.
On one fine morning on 24th March, 1882, a memorable
day, Robert Koch demonstrated tubercle baccilli in infected
tissue (not in sputum, of course). He published his paper Die
Aetiologie der Tuberkulose1 in 1882, which attracted the
admiration of Virchow. He proclaimed the exciting cause of a
formidable disease, tuberculosis, to the Berlin Physiological
Society and in turn, to the entire world. He was able to prove
that consumption (phthisis; TB of lungs) was not, as had
been widely supposed, a chronic disorder of nutrition, but an
infectious disease that runs a chronic course.
It is pertinent to note that Henle made the predictions in
1840 that micro-organisms are responsible for diseases; they
are not visualised not because of their si/e being infinites!-